
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OIRA@seattle.gov            (206) 727-8515            PO Box 94573, Seattle, WA  98124 

Hamdi Mohamed, Director 
 

December 5, 2022 

 

Dear Eli and Other Friends and Advocates, 

I hope this letter finds you healthy and well. I would like to first thank you all for the letter you sent to 

Mayor Bruce Harrell and Seattle City Councilmembers on October 14, 2022, detailing your advocacy for 

investments “in a long-term plan for welcoming migrants to the state.”  

As of this letter, the Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs (OIRA) has not received any credible 

information about a busload of migrant families and individuals arriving to Seattle funded by any of the 

governors of Arizona, Florida, or Texas. Please know that should this situation arise, we have a plan in-

place that includes other City of Seattle departments, such as the Office of Emergency Management and 

community-based organizations, such as the Washington Immigrant Solidarity Network (WAISN) to help 

ensure that we are able to help our guests as quickly as possible. 

However, we also know that a steady trickle of migrants has already been arriving to Seattle weekly 

since September. Service providers have reported that migrants have traveled here from such countries 

as Afghanistan, Cuba, Nicaragua, India, Ukraine, and Venezuela to name a few.  

We are also aware that recently U.S. District Judge Emmet Sullivan has struck down the Trump-era Title 

42 policy that has unfortunately allowed federal agencies to expel more than one million migrants who 

have crossed the U.S.-Mexico border. The policy officially ends on midnight of December 21. Many cities 

across the country expect an increase of asylum seekers and other migrants entering the U.S. and then 

traveling to safer, high opportunity cities like ours. 

Mayor Harrell and I both share your values of ensuring our city, county, and state all continue to be 

welcoming communities, and as such should “model a safe, respectful, and humane response to people 

and families fleeing crises and seeking safe haven.” Refugees, asylees, and migrants from all over the 

world have called Seattle home and have helped power Seattle’s dynamic economy and vibrant culture. 

Below includes a list of actions we are working on to support migrants: 

• The City is committed to working with our partners at King County and Washington State so that 

different levels of government better collaborate – ensuring that together we develop a 

comprehensive response to funding basic needs and services supporting new migrants arriving 

to Seattle. 

• Mayor Harrell has also signed on to a U.S. Conference of Mayors letter to Congressional 

leadership requesting that they prioritize an additional $500 million for the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) and 

$300 million set aside for EFSP-Humanitarian Assistance. 



OIRA@seattle.gov            (206) 727-8515            PO Box 94573, Seattle, WA  98124 

• I will be traveling to New York City early next year with representatives from other welcoming 

cities from all over the country to meet with members of the Biden administration to advocate 

for increased funding and assistance to cities to ensure that we are able to offer expedited work 

authorization, healthcare access, and other basic needs to asylum seekers and other migrants. 

• In November, OIRA staff members along with community members from all the country met 

with the Office of Senator Patty Murray who is the Chair of the Senate Budget Committee to 

advocate for increased funding: 

o For the USCIS Citizenship and Integration Grant Program 

o To decrease the many USCIS application backlogs 

o To create a legal representation pilot program 

o For the FEMA EFSP 

• OIRA staff member Luanda Hassan Arai is leading our work to partner with community-based 

organizations on how the City can best respond to an increase in migrants arriving to Seattle. 

She is in regular communication with several advocates and allies, providing updates on what 

we are learning from other cities and what is happening on the ground here in Seattle. She has 

organized the next meeting for Wednesday, December 7. If you would like to join her email list 

and attend the next convening, please contact her at luanda.arai@seattle.gov.  

• The City of Seattle is an active member and leading city of the national coalitions Cities for 

Action (C4A) and Cities and Counties for Citizenship (CC4C). And through C4A and CC4C, we have 

been in continual dialogue with our counterparts in cities that have been the target of various 

busing programs, including New York City and now more recently Philadelphia, to learn more 

about evolving best practices. 

As someone whose immigrant justice path began with community organizing, I wholeheartedly agree 

with your desire for the City to be in consistent collaboration with community members and other 

government entities. Our ability to respond to crises and help our most vulnerable neighbors and friends 

is stronger when we are united and acknowledging our interdependency. 

My door is always open to you. Please always feel free to contact me. We will keep you informed of 

developments as they evolve. 

I hope you have a wonderful and warm holiday season surrounded by family and friends. 

And as always, I thank you and so appreciate you for your advocacy. 

In community, 

Hamdi 

 

 

Hamdi Mohamed 

Director, Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs 

(206) 741-4352 

hamdi.mohamed@seattle.gov  
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